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61 Walnut Place  

Local Historic District Report – October 2020 

Brookline Preservation Commission 

Local Historic District Report 
 

Address:   61 Walnut Place 

District:   Pill Hill LHD 

Applicant:   Tiffani Wolf 

Date Built:   c.1861/1964 

Architect:   unknown 

Builder:   unknown 
 

  

 

Statement of Significance: 
 

This building was constructed as a carriage barn and stable for the Moses B. Williams House at 67 Walnut 

Place.  According to the town tax lists, the barn was constructed by 1861.  The house underwent two major 

conversions, leaving little historic fabric.  In 1964 architect Thomas McNulty converted the barn into a single 

family dwelling.  In 1979, major additions and alterations were completed by builder Paul Perella.  

 

 

 

.Proposed Alterations: 
 

The Applicant is proposing to install 50 LG all black 360W solar panels on 4 surfaces of the asphalt roof.  On 

roof 1, 2 & 4 the panels will be mounted flat on aluminum racks while on roof 3 they will be installed at a slight 

angle.   
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Applicable Guidelines: 
 

The Preservation Commission’s Design Guidelines for Local Historic Districts state that: 

 

 When possible, renewable energy systems should be proposed for installation in locations where they will not be 

visible from a public way, park or body of water. In cases where this is not practicable, systems attached to 

buildings should not obscure historic features from public view, or be visible in a way which significantly alters 

the profile or character of the building. 

 Historic materials and features such as cladding, trim, windows, doors, ornamental detailing and other elements 

should not be removed or altered; slate and terra cotta tile and other historic roofing materials should not be 

removed or altered. 

 For proposed installations with visibility from a public way, park or body of water, the Commission will consider 

the historic and architectural significance of the facades which may be affected, including roofs and rooflines, the 

historic fabric, including materials, which may be affected, and the reversibility of the proposed system. 

 Free-standing or detached installations should be located to minimize their visibility from public view and should 

not obscure historic features of nearby buildings. The Commission may request that installations be screened or 

enclosed with materials appropriate to the setting and district.  

 

Preliminary Findings: 
 

The only portion of this project that is visible from a public way is roof installation #1, which faces Oakland 

Road.  Staff assessed the visibility of the project and felt that the panels would be minimally visible.  Given the 

Commission’s longstanding support for solar installations, staff issued a 10-Day letter on September 23
rd

.  On 

October 1
st
, a response letter was received from an abutter, asking the Commission to reconsider the finding that 

the installation would be minimally visible. 

 

The solar roof installation meets the recommended criteria set for renewable energy systems in the Design 

Guidelines.  The system does not obscure any historic features from view or significantly alter the profile or 

character of the building.  The asphalt roof surface is not a historic feature of the building.  There is no effect to 

any façade that is visible from the public way (there are no visible facades on this building) and the building 

itself has been significantly altered over the years with little, if any, remaining historic fabric.  For these 

reasons, the proposed solar installation may be considered appropriate to the historic district. 
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Ariel view of 61 Walnut Place, looking north. 

 

 

 
Aerial view of 61 Walnut Place, looking west. 
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Ariel view of 61 Walnut Place, looking south. 

 

 

 
Aerial view of 61 Walnut Place, looking east. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 5 of 15 

61 Walnut Place  

Local Historic District Report – October 2020 

 
Visibility of rear roof (solar panel installation  #1), taken from the end of the public way on Oakland Road. 
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Close up of installation site #1, showing existing asphalt shingles. 
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